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"Let us compare mythologies;

I have learned my elabaorate lie.”

==« Leonard Cohea

MYTROLOGIES 1s a personaliy
vrionteod fanzine dedicated to
the provosition that nothing
is yreal,

MYTHOLOGIES will appear 83
cften as J zan epare the tims
ond monoy., HNext issue will
probably be February, Print
run this issue wiil be 110,

MYTHOLOGIES may bte had oy
editorial whim or for los.
Do not ssnd monoy.

Al condenty are the fault of
the edftor unloss otherwiee
specifisd,
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Cover this iassue is by:

DAVID MACADLAY
OOQOOG..DDQ'IQ’Q\!DDUGQ'!00.09000

Since lasy iasua, I note that
Macaulay?s second childron‘'s
book, CITIES, is now on sale,

MYTH

shortiy vefcra the Nuvsmber
srections, I had ths dublous

henor of conducting a hand-
shaking tour of Sheridan Siliver
for ¥Hargarst Heckier, Represonta-
tive from this srea %o Congress.
Margarcet Heckler is immensely
popular locally (sheo was re-electod;
and hae sttracted scus national
attontion. She generslly exhlbits
an air of cuist, buasinesalike
sincerity, I don’t liyve in
Massachusetis, 80 I wes neither
particularly well informed nor
particularly interssted in her
ettributes as oppozed to those of
her opronent, but I had mentally
togzoed her o3 one of the mers
interesting membora of Congrsss.
But during our tour, I wilnessod

a campeign tactic thav indicates
somathing abou’ har thet is net
readily apparent., On sach and
overy occcaaion wharas she shook
hands with a2 male,; she menihioned
her gocd voting record, her concern
for her constiftuents, and her
acttive participaticon in Congressiona
affairs, But whsnever she
epproached & woman, ner words
wera: “"Remenber tc vote for me
tnls year, Thsre are only aixteen
of ug womer in Congress,”

How, I'm not 50 politvically naive
Qs te believe that polif%icians

are any more altruistic than the
rest of uvs, I doubt that there in
ary suscessful polivician who has
nct resorted to gquastionable
rethods from time to tine. Thattia
2 built in drawback of our
political sysiem; ané there is no
point In criticizing people for
gccepting ths inevitable, or even
surning it ¢o their advantsge. 8o
I don'tc condsmn Hackler for making
& bid for voles sleong chauvinistic
iines. Arfter all, Blacks have
gained political power in the same
mennoyr, X am a vit put off,
howovsr, that Hecitler seems to
indicate by her own gtatemonts a
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measure of ccnlempt for *»mme..£ that the oniy wexscn they would have
fer voting for ner is her rex, thaly thsy are incapabls P Luating
her voting record. The vriel g*lmpae I had of her pcliitical
techniques iz hardiy sufficiont tc basoe a browd criticism upeny bub
this incident did spur me to con51de‘ohle thought ebout sex rcies end
the Feminist movement. Y've dippud irto the litsratuss in the pesh.
Germaine Greer; Kate Milletit, Beviy Friedan, and a scattering of

bits and piecos from WS nagaz:no and elgewhers, but &1l of this wa
rather long agn., So actlng upoq the zdvices of a yeviaw Dy Jdoanne
Russ, T dug up & copy of Shulamitn Firvebone's THE DIALECTIC OF SEX,

The very cholge of zuch a title impiies thevs to be conflict botween
the serxes, an mgsartion which raises few objectlons 3, general}

the controversy centering on the degroe of zonflict, iraetﬁne'
presonts us with an axtremely percaptive sxamination of various
agspects of our society from a Feminist viswpoinh, then posztuiates o
futurs society in which zex roles have been eliminatéed rather than
Just equelized, a view sc radlcenl that it dlotresses even the majority
of Faminists, as Firestons herself ramarkso Shie belisves that, just
as we conaider thet in racial matters "sepsrats tut equal’ iz a
contradiction in ¢erms, so 15 it glzo in sszuael relatiocns., Although.
occasionally marrsd by hyperbole and polemice, Firestone is for ths
most part uncomfortabvly percentive, Fer analysis of Frsudien
paychology., particulerly the Osdipus and Elecewhra complexes. strikes
me as a far wore concistent and logicai explansiion thnn the
traditicnal view, Thiz chepter alone would juscifly the price of the
book. Bubt there is & great deal more of intereas, ‘

Firestone moints out, for example,; that childnood {(o¥ least a3 we
daow 1%) is a relatively modern develepmsni. In the middle agesz,
chlldren were viowed simply as small adulita, THo one femiliser with
that period®s art could fail to be aware that the physical differences
botwesn adulis snd children were gensrally jgnorad. Thers wore no
systematvic arrangements tc extludeo children from feastvs, from |
drinking parties, from rough language. &r physicsl toil, I¢ is only
in the last century or so that "c¢hildren no longer nlayed the sams
gemos as adults, nor did they share in their festivities {children
foday do not normally attend formel dinner psrtiss) bui were given
special games and artifacts {toye): storybelliing, onco 2 coummunity
art, was relegated to childran, leading %o in our tiwme a spscial cnlld
literacure,” Firsstcens interprets this train of events as pars of

e vast plot to make children wmors despandont on sdvlte, chtefiy their
mothers, so that wepmen would be forced to devete more of thelir timo
te trivial matters such a8 c¢hild rearing and homs managemsnt.

There 1s asiso 2 velling critical S@vtluﬂ degling with our mnudern
educaticnasl system, Modern schooling “raterds development rathor
than sscalsting it", a visw not confined to Feminist groups Sha
attacks the policy of spliitiing students inie grades b0(uuse iy
deerives them of ths wisdome of older childron, HXany edqcntors have
drawn similer conclusicne about the controvsrsial policy of Y"tracking
students by ability, now epperenitly an ingreinsd pert c¢f high school
prograns, Hany of Firsstone's other critiecisme ars &iso to be fouund
emong an increasing number of scholiars, particularly the reglumsatetion
end formallzatvticn of schooling, with itz stifling offect on creatliviiy
gnd self-2eliance, Again, Pirestons atiridbutes this te en ultverior
motive, & plan %o prolong childhood, thersby orxtehding the amouni of
her 1life whon s woman iz tied doxn by her children,

1



=B

It should be obvious from the two abeve sxemplss that Firestone

is a firw believer in the conspiracy theory of history, that she
belisves that men are somshow plottirg--at one point she says
consclously-<t0 prevent women from attaining equallty. While ¢this
is undoubtedly trues in many cases (e.g. trads unione, professional
organizations), Firocstons sven citss the popularity of Freudian
psychology as a plot to divert female sclf-gwereness into soclally
safe but personally unsatisfying charnels, This conception probabliy
derives from her polltical views rather than her Feminist ones, for
Firestons is also a Marxist. Where James Tiptree portrayed men an
being unaware of the chaszm bstween ths sexss (in "The Women Men
Don't See"), Firestone belisves thet men consciously visw women as
inferior beings and manipulate socisiy (o prevent them from bscouing
aware of thoir infericr position,

In her chapter on love, Firestone drews on this view o prove that
"men can't love", that what they actually do iz become anamcured of
an image which they themselives project. Thelr eventual, inevitable
disillusionment with marriage results when the woman fails to
demonstrate all the atitributes of this image. Hen cannot love wonien
because it is impossibls to love an inferior being. =nd men consider
women inferior, "To oxpress tenderness tc a woman,” says Pirestons,
"ja to acknowledge her equality.”

The idea that man is conscliousily plotting the subservisnce of wcmen
is true, wut only in & limited sense., Certainiy many men fesl
personally threatened by the intrusion of women into areas whare
men wers formerly un:irivalled, David FKeller, to take en exsmple from
SF, who viewed life as a ceaselesa battle between ithe sexes,
portrayed the professional woman as & hearciess, unnatural creaturo
in such stories as "The Psychophonic Hurse®, But the extent of
cooperaticn which would be necessary to implsnent such a progrsm

on the scale Firestone implies is such as to defy beiief,

The largsst misapprehension I detect in THE DIALECTIC OF SEX is

tho apparont assumption that men find the present sysism bensficial.
While it is certainly true that women have the shorfer snd of thas
stick, neither end is particulariy lcng. Mants role is just as
firmly prsdoteriined and riglidly confined, and men &rs inecreasingly
becoming aware of it, Mon, particulzarly when they are irn thelr
teensg and twenties, ers sxpected o Lo interestsd primarily in sex,
aports, cars, end having a good time. For a bhigh achcol boy to
spsnd a substantial amount of time reading, studying, listening to
clasaical mued=y or writing poefry--cr for that matter, learning to
co0K or sawe--=is tantemount to admitting one’s gissyness, homozsexualisy
Or 8quarsnsss, As a male who read ar everage of 15 books per wesk
from ninth grade on, I can attest personaily to this, Even within
thse tignt circle of ny close friends, I was lecoked upon as something
of an oddball, After uli, the books I was reading wersenty, even
about sports, wWar, sex, or anything elee¢ of a presumably masculina
character,

Which 51} bringe me to Corry, a formor classmate of mine, whe wes
transfixed between hias own inclinations end what he theught other
pecple wanted him to be. Gerry was a qulet boy, fragils in both
physicel and personal makeup., I firat met nlm as & high school
freshmany at lunch, because he was gitting alcne and the cafetoria
was full, We struck up a conversaticn shd he mentioned that he was

a member of the US Olympic Equestrian Team. I wes auitably imprsassed
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and he wen% or to¢ doscribe in great detail nis horsse, the training
procedureg, coupstitiona he'd been in, his last tour of furope, and
8¢ on.  Tne conversation made a bLig Imprsssion and I menuioned it in
ture to soms friends, I% was ohly o rebtter of & dsy or Lwo befere

1 ren into somecna eise whe lmow him, and who assursd me Corry cams
from a rathsr pooxr fanlly, didn'i own or evsen ride & hurse, had never
besen out of ths cocuntry; and mést certainly wasn't a member of any
Olympic team. I% was unsurprising . thai he had fosied mo, becauae I
lsarned that he had gone frvom cne faniasy careexr tu another over ths
yosrs, always carefuliy rossarching his nsw rale fay in advance aad
in mimmte detail, -

I was furlous, Ne ons likes to be takon for 8 ride, no mactar how
pleasant the scensry. At the first opporbunity. I ieold Gerry off,

Be shrugged noncommitsily and left me Lesling frustrated and angrye.

I den't belisve I spoke to him again for ailmost 8 year, Whila I

was a sophomore, a group of boys from my class wers btaken on a fiald
trip te & tachnical school So gse a demonstration of variocus
snginssring principles, As ws were getting off the bus, 1 happensd
©o notice chat & lerge =zrt muscum stood ecross the strest. Glibly.

I talked the monitor into lettlng we spend the afterncon there;
instesd of the scheduled demonstration, Hachinory nes never been
one of my hobbles; in fact, 1 detest machinery, & fssling whica X

ar2 sure ig fully reciprocated. To my surprisze, and great displsesure,
Gorry followed me to the museum, For the next Lwe hours, the two of
us walked through that museum,; with Georry providing & running
monclcgue, e daescribed Degss’ Tascluation with ballerinas,

Van Gogh and his esr, told me that El Greco simply meant "The Greek®,
an expatriate artist living in Spainy and on and on., Gerry knew

his subject well; much of his 1ife mey have been falery, but his
knowledgs was very rsal, I was compleiely entrenced, From that day
cn, I found ny attitude towerd Gerry was markedly smbivalent, On
the one hand, I found hlm to be gentle, friendly, extremsly
knowledgeablo and inderesting: oun the other hand, he lived in a
fantasy world, was shunned by most of ny friends. and worat of alli,
he was effeminate, although we used moere poinded terms to descrite 1%,

Gerry was not popular. He ecouldn‘y waik trrough the corridors

without being insulted at every turn. He ignored Lt all with dignity,
but I continued to feel smbarassed for him and becauss of my friendanly
for him, On seversl cccasiona, one o0 another of the lcecal tougt:

guys found it necessary to prove his wmasculinity by bullying Gerry.
The height {or perhaps nadir) of' the Zauvating came when Gerry wae
voted Prom Quesn for our claas by our intclligent; charitablis astudent
bOdva

One day Cerry told me a long story about his father's ceraer as an
exprogasicnist peinter, I know damed weil that none ¢X this was

truo and was aboubt to Gell hiwm off whon I suddenly roaiized that
Corry needad to rroject an image of himegslf, It didn't mattar &
bim that no one telisvad him; he bhelioved it while he wes telling

us, and that was all that mattered. 3o I sat back and liasiensd end,
though I didn's bslievo & word of i%, [ onjoyed it, I becamo quite
unabashedly curicus about Gerry, and cven visited his home oace.

3. never did so & 3scond time, His fasher was & viclent man, proually
glecholic, who beat his wife ané scn vith unfortunabs regularivy.
Most of tho houss was unfinished or tidly in nesd ¢f repalier; it
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dirty, dark, and cluttered throughcut. Gerry never once spoks a
critical word about his parents in my presence; in fact, he went to
extraordinary lengths to praise his fathor. I was to hear an awful
lot of fantesy from Georry In those lest two years of high school.

In eech of them, Gerry perirayed himself in maasculine terms; he had
learned to drive a bulldozer, was taking karate lesscns, haed driven
in an euto race, had gone skiing, or huating, or flying in a private
plene, Gerry and I lost touch completsly after graduation, but I
learned later that he had joined the army, hod been discharged as
unsuitable, had somehow then enlisted in the air force, where he disd
of a brain tumor. Ho doubt his attempt at a militery career was

yet another dattempt to fill a masculine rcle, Ae they say in ore of
the"more detestable recent commercials, a boy "wants €o know he's a
man” o

Alithough Gerry is sn oextreme oaso; all men are placed in a position
of being axpected by soclety to fill certain slots, to have certain
tastes, embitions, and qualitiee, Firestcne's casting of man in the
role of exploiter end woman as the exploited just doesn't hold up,
Certainly marriage laws are drawn to fevor the man overwhelmingly:
but so $oo are tho divorce laws designed to venefit the woman
disproportionately, So too are ths draf't laws, On a triviai, bubt
8till pertinent level, I have seen men barred from a theatro bscause
they wore sandals without socks; while womsn wearing the same footwear
wors admitted without a secord thought, The assumption, prassumably,
is that women's feet are more sanitary than sre men®s,

Implicit in her criticism is the charge that men are allowed to de
the meaningful work, while womsn are confined to boring, wmenial,
meaningless livea as housekeepers and babysitters, Leaving aside
the obvious reply that being a wifs and mother are no less
meaningful than being a husband and, seay, a ditch digger, thers is
also the unfortunate fact that most men ars unhappy with their place
in life, that most work does seem meaningless to the people performing
it, To take my own case, for exgmple, I see absolutsly no way that
one can find personal fulfillment throuvgh boing respcnaible for
deciding whether we should give priority to silverplating water
pitchers or gravy beats on any given dey., I'd far fathior be huue
talking to Shella, playing with Davy, reading GRAVITY’S RAINBOW,
writing an erticle for GRANFALLOON, & short story for ARALOG, or
even watching a footbell game or mowing tho lewn,

The truth is that, just as in racial segropgation wo have found that
the dominent race ig aleo advorsely affected by the caste system,

so it is a2lso with sexual domination; the male is restricted by the
atructure of scclety just as much as the woman, And let's not
forget that many women are perfectly heppy in their proesont situation,
and don't want Firestone’s typo of liberation, Women, no less than
men, are afraid of psrsonel froedcm, because it means They will be
rosponsible for thelr own lives, and will have no one to blame for
zheir own fallures. Women can be Jjust as chauvinisilic as men,
Firestone herself demonstrates thig., She insista that the emotional
oquilibrium of most women ia basically heslthy, "unlike most msnts",
Hardly the words one expecta to here from an objective viewpolint.
She goes on to sey that "mon walk about in a stats of constent
sexual excitoment.,” Fuany, I naver reelizsd that I was having that

wruch fun,
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Pirestone then elaborates her oun Utopien vision of the fubure.

The nuclear family, s rolatively wmodern invention. is the mainstay

of our repressive society in hsr view, "Tho HWologicel Ffamily. is

an ipherently unsqual power distribvuiion.” She ropresents ths family
in true Merxist terma: "ithe husband was the owmer, thas wife the
means of weproduction, the children tha labor; and...reproduciion

of the human spgcies was an iwmportant scconomic system," Har criticel
doscription of the family ie well aubstansiated; few of us would
question thet soclety invests the male with far more af ths | .
rosponsibllity and authority within the Ffamily, But Firestong insists
that "the payohology of power, whoss adurce i3 the bislogical family,
will disappear,” It doas not take a gzeai doal of insight to . -
recognize that inequalities in scciety did not originate wisth the
advent of the nuclear family, emd will nc% cease wivn 1ts oassing.

Wary of charges that she haes criticisms without alternatives, Firestone
suggests a communal arrangement sinilar o the Israeli kibbutiz., Agein,
she provides a great deal of cogeni, iucontrovertibls, and vaiuable
criticism of the present syetem., Hany--possidly most-sparents are
incompetent in that role, there are many varenis who mistreat their
children, With the prevalence of mothers suppiementing the fatherls
incore by working, and with most children zbsont at school for most

of the day in any case, there is little chence for the clcse family
relationchlips we see ropresented on TH:E DONKA REED SACW, LSAVE IT

TO BEAVER, cor THE WALTONS,

Perhaps some form of extended familiy or communel respeasibilicy for
children would provide a workable, dssirsable allernative %o the
nuclear family, Bufi Firestons makes thia sssumpticn without tests
gince 1t is logical, it must be 8o, Sha thua ignures thes avidenue
that chiidren ralised lIn kibbutzea do display some radical character
features, including a difficulty with exprsssing suotion, wiith
mainte ning ¢ one-to~one personel relaticnship, and with working in
a cooperative effort, under some circunstances, The children rrised
in a kibbutz wmay yot prove to be wmore happy, responelbls, and Ifree
than those of the nuclear family, but uUo advocete wholasaie altevation
of our syatem without evaluating the ccnsaguences vould ve ths
heignt of stupidlty,

"Pregnancy 12 barbaric", says Ms Piresiona, and sven wWorse, "ugly' o
In her future society, all conceptlion and mabturaticn of feiuses
would be extra-uterine, and men would bs oqually rezponoslible for all
aspects of childbirth, Hatural childbirth would dizuppeor. aithougt
it 12 not clear wnzther Firestone weuld prohibit 1v, or just sssumss
that in her scne vscisty no sans humen being would want to undergo
such a barbaric inconvenience. She believes, you seo, theb thers is
ro instinct for child birth, only instincts for sex., and for child
rearing;

Citizens of her esczledy wouvld be transoxual, They would be free io
choose partners of either sex in their personal rselaetions, "all

other things veing equal, pecple might 3till prefoyr thoss of the
opposite sex simply because it 1s physiceily wmore couvoniont,”

7his is porhaps tho cne aspect of her Loclety that Firestone deferd:s
extremely well, Sue fecls that sax arid vasuty shovld not Yo

invariably linkeé in ocur minds, and thal aex iteell should neot . be,
cenfined Lo any. siangls wodality, Firestone is not sati-beaunty; In lact
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she specifically werns that "Feminiats necd not get so pious in
thelir efforts that they feel they muat flatly deny the beausy of
the face on the cover of TOGUE," Sex cthould be but one alsment of
a peraonal encounter, and gendar should not be the determining
factor in sex, .

Up until the concluding chapter, the author has for the most pars
presented us with a perceptive analysis of our culture and a

definite program for the future. Some of her assumpfions may be
quectionable; many of her goals unrealistic, Firestone says at une
point that those who consider her views redicel, chauvinistiec,
incerrect, or Utopisn simply prove how right ehe is, & chain of
reasoning I find too circultocus to follow. Host if not all of her
suggesticns do however deserve serious consideraition, I don't

expect transexuality to beccme the norm,; as she suggests, but it

does -atrike me as desireamvla for 'there itc be some socially acceptable
manner by which man could display: affectlen for one another., I%
ghould be remembered that compietely hotsrosexual European men see
rnothing embarassing about embracing ons arother., It aisc ssema quite
likely that extra-uterine birth will become posslible, even common,
though I doubt that it will entirely or even substantially supplant
natural childbirth in the forseeable future, I would also like tc
sae the nuclear family esvolve into a larger social unit, though not
necessarily modeledé on the kibbutz,

But even t hough many of her criticisms end suggestions make sense,
Firostone reveals one major flaw in her psrceived fubture, though
this ssems to derive more from her Marxism than her Fominism, She
belioves that a true human sceciety should be rigidly ordsred. For
example, conservation is dismlssed uiterly; it would be batter for
mah to redesign the entire ecological system,; to eliminate apecies
and elements which do not contribute tc menlz general welfars, to
complete "human mastery of matter', One doesn®t have to be a
conservative to consider such a program as profcundly enthropocentric,
Firestone forgets that humanity is & part of nature, that we are all
animals, subject to instinct, environment, and our own bodies., When
men is entirely ruled by reason and logic, he will no longer be the
race we knou,

With this wision of Marxist order, Firestcns reinterprets objective
fact to fit her theory, Pregnancy is ugly. she insist¢s, and that

is why women cry during the eighth month of pregnancy, casualiy
ignoring cur glandular systom. 3hs finds one exceptional chlld in

an Isrgell kibbutz, snd this beccmss evidence that communal aystems
produce behter childrsesn, despite the fact that she then apends

sewersl pages oxplaining the shortecminge of this very same kibbutz,
The hubria displayed in the final chepter comes very near overshadowing
the conatructive commenits that preceded it

None of this should be taken as implying that Firestonse does not have

a valid case, The inaccurats portrayal of women in SF hes veen alluded
to far %too often for me to ralse 1¢ as an issue here, but I do want ic
quote from Boger Zelazny?s blurb on Panshin’s RITE OF PASSAGE, "Alexei
Panshin hes done a2 pare thing for a young man: he has captured the
fselings of a young girl, at the point in her life wnere all young
2'rls are most besautiful and pathetic,” To which Sheila instantily
rencted: "How does Roger Zelazny lmow what the fesglings of a young
zirl aro?" - ' i



DR HO UPDLTED, OR,
THEY DON'T WMAKE CLIMAXES LIKE THEY USED 70
) : : o
~=o P2ul DiFilippo

({The President of the Unitod States is sitting alone in hig office.
He 1s obviously very busy with some distesteful paper work, and only
vlishes to get it finished as soon &s possible.” Be has' left orders
not to be disturbsd, Oblivicus to these instructionsz,’ $the Secretary
of State bursts in the door.)) :

3ecretary: Mr Prasident, I bring naws of dire~duportance., A madman
and his forces have sstablished a bass in the Cavibbean; and from it
are rulning every Cepe Canaveral launch we attémnpi, ;

regident: Well now, Jesus, Henry, you know the public doesnit give

a shit about rockets any more. VWhat they 6o care about i3 ths econony,
and if I don't get busy and ram some of these programs through Congress,
you and I and the rest of the GOP arc going tc look pretty foolish
standing in the welfare lines in '77. Why don't we just close doum

the Cape?

3: I'm afraid that would estabiliish 2 dangerous preccdsnt, sir,
aiiowing & forelgner to dictate our domestic policy,

Pz Alright, I suppose we'll heve to dc¢ somaething about it., What do
you suggest?

Sz Lot mo cell in London to help, sir,

{({The President looks at the Sscretary as if he suspected the man of
indulging in the use of some hideous nercotic that left the user
permanently brain-demaged. and incapabls c¢f wational thought.})

P: London} Christ, Henry. theyirse worse off than we are., In two
more yeara, they're going to be another Aglentis. Wo, I'il %ell yonu
what wo'll do.

S: Use the CIA, zir?

P: Hell, no, I don?'¢ want another fucking Bay of Pigs, Tnis timo,
we?ll use sufficient force. ((He piclks up a phone.,)) Hsllo, get me
the Pentagon. Hello, Genoral? Listen. I want =2 threat to nationsl

security destroyed, Uh, walt a minute. ((Turns away from phensa))

Where is thls placo, Henrvy?

8t Cpad Koy, sir,

: {({(Turns back %c phone.)) It's a plesce called Crab Key, in the
Caribbean. I don’{ cere if you never usavd of it, Trust me, will you?
How tho hell do I know? Thatts your department. Plutonluwm, hydrogen,
hovever many megetons it takes to do the job. Alright, I'il bs
expecting & report, ((Hangs up,)} I guoss that's that. What do you

28y, Henry?

S: I don®y lnow, sir, but I get the feoling that wo just miasad onx

holl of a gtoryo
. ’ _&.



PARABLE: INSIDE DYING INSIDE

Rcbert Silvserberg?s novel, LYING INSIDE. is a radical ceparturas
from the normel subject matter found in SF novels. There havs been
many stories dealing with telepathy in the past == Blish's ESPER,
Shiras? CIIILDREN OF THE ATOM, Brunner's THE WHOLF MAN, Baster's
THE DEMOLIRHED MAN. just to name & fow -« but each has concerned
either the uses $o which these powers are put by individuels op
societles, or the menner in which society or en individual adjusts
or fails to adjust to their prssence. In DYING INSIDE, the centra:
character must adjust to the loss of his telepathic powers, and
society never becomes awars of their oxistence at all,

This turnabout in piot is not the sole unique elemeni in the novel.
The plot 1tself 1s s relatively insignificant slement.  The scrups
of story line serve only to underscore or illustrabe the pointa
which Silververg makes about his:character, Bavid Selig, The noveli's
lack of chronological arrangement reflects this deconcentration on
plot in favor of characisre.

David Selig is a forty-odd year oid telepathic mindreader who must
lcok ¢n helplessly as his powers slcowliy fade., He has never been
able to project thoughts, only tov receive them, and now evsn thiz
abllity is waning., Selig is culturaliy Jewlsh, but religiously
uncemmitted, His parenis are dsad, hia adcpted sister Judith iz o
divorcee with a young son, There is a lcng stending hostility
between Selig and his siter, now fading., but apparently being replacsd
by avid dislike on the part of his nsphew, Selig briefly holds a
sories oif jobs, eventually supports himseif by ghost writing paper:
for undergraduates et Columbia, He has s series of mistresses, twu
of whom, Toni and Kitty, he professzes to love, At one point he
encounters another secret telepath, Tcu Wyguist, but he naver likes
the man and their acquiintance is socn abrogated,

Selig is a study in self-~-contradiction, & mixturs of strengtha and
woakwesses, ego end huxnility, shame and pride, When speaking of
his childhood, he %ells us that "everyons sgreed that he was a
brilliant child”., Despite this brilliencse, he supperts himsal? as
& parasite snd takes poerverse pride in hiz ghost written works,
calling them "glib, earmest, profound in a convincingly sophomoric
way",  His service to the undergrads ig, neturally, "the quickast
and most rsliable™,

As his powers decline, Jelig is forced %o rely increasingly on
normal sourcsy of information sbcut tho reople with whom he must
dsal., On more than on® occcasion he erxnrosses diasetlalaction thnt
he 1s being reduced to the Jevel of crdinary mortaels., He spsuds
hours composing lengthy letters tc great thinkers in varlous fieids,
indulging his fantaey c<f intellectual superioriiy.

While mal:ing love {0 one of his mistrssoses,; Selig sxplores her mind,
saying arterward: "I feel a little guilty about ths casual way I
glammed into her hsad, no regard for har privacy at a8ll, Buu I usvse
my needs.,” He can casually brush asids the righte ¢ othera when
they conflict with his owm desires, A3 a child, he had wished his
infant slgter dead sven before the enmity was reciproceted; even oo
the point of trying to use his power to %ill her,. In hias adult life,
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ho attempis Yo remake Kitty o his oun specifications, imegining
himself as Pygmalion. Her interests have always bsen in the sclances
and hie ir the arts; so he considers her "as not having read
anything at a1l®, iy Lntt-le

Selig is also an intollestually pretentious man,”  Je quotes
frequently from Bliot, Shekespeares, Whitman, Srowiing.- Hericwe,
Vlener, Thoreau, Tsnnysen, Huxley. Hsckeit, Kofla: and-others,’
During the courss of the book, ho refsrs casually to his familiarity
wvith the works of over 75 other writers. composera. posts,; artists,
philogophers, mnd sociai thinkers., Contrarily, EB3lig-often'expresaes
contempt for himself 2s & voyeur, a freak, odd, a' dumb schimiek, a
schmendrick, & neurociic, and a'failure., He aduits to self<loathning
end self-pity on many occesions; in Tacht, "Selig" itsslf is German
for "pitiful®™. "X find my awn, company wsarisome, " saya-Selig,’ "when
J destend into aself piiy." But: "I've gov-2" lot to pity myself
for," At one point, Tom Kyquist recogaizos this and asks: "¥hy
dontt you 1like yourself Selig?" While under the inflmsnce’of LSD,
Selig sees himself as "a crouching, huddlad blocdsucker", but
wlthdraws from recognition of this end insista that the image
originates in the mind of hie current mistress, Toni

Kitoty appears to be irmune to mindreading when thay first meet,
giving rise to speculation by Nyguiast that she may te a latent
telspath with the ebility tec block, Seolig reacts strongly to this
poesibility, insisting that "shefs & sane, hzalthy. weollebalanced,
absoclutely normal girl. Thersfore sho's no mind reader.” By
obvious implication it followa thet Selig is 4inmsne, or ot least
unsane; unhealithy, unbalanced, and atmormal, sincs he 19 a mind
reader,

Selig'e fealings with rsgard to interpersonal communication ars also
ambigucus, On the ono hand, he longs for the ability teo develcp
meaningfui, lasting relationszhips with othersz. particularly Toni
and Kitty, yet ho never attempts tc recognize thelr points of view,
or those of his sister and parents, He tells us thaet "hias greving
bitterness, his sour sense of iscletion, demped hls capacity feor
Joy." He recognizes that this alisnation nay well be the mejor
problem in his porsonality: "The problem is that I feal iszolsted
from othor humen beings." At the sawe %imo, he feels not entireliy
reaponaible for the gap in commnication, describling his attawmpts
as "unilateral efforte at making contect with a deaf worid".

Nyquiat points out to 3plig that he iz not being albtogether honest
with himself; that the lack of interperuonsl success is partiy of
his own making: "What =zcares you is contact, any sort of contact".
Selig minimizes this, while stil) adwitting to hating his infant
sister "instantly”, toc having driven Titty away by his attempis te
dominate her 1life, to despiuing and feering Nygulst from the
beginning., But Selig's isolatior is not entirely s rssult of eolther
his power or his fear of personel intsrdependence; it is at least
partly intellectusl,

Like msmbars of any gensratlon, Selig haes heon affacted by things
which cccurred in his envircnment¢ which were indopendent of nis
influence, As a collegs studen%, he beceme embittersd because hs
saw the United Siates as "dumping navalm on sverything in sight for
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the sake of promoting peace and denmocricy” in Vietnom, Bui Selig
was equally disillusioned by the excesses of protest. "It was
then that I knew there could be no hope for mankind, when even the
best of us were capable of golng berserk in ths cause of love and
paace end hman equality.”

Selig biames his telepathic ability for preventing him from
functioning gregariously. He describes it as "a ussless gift", comparss
it to an addictive drug, and insists that "It never 4id me any good
anyway." Judith, whe knows of his power. argues that "without it
you might have been someone quite ordinary". To this he replies
that "with £t I turned out to be someone gquite ordinary. A nobedy,

8 terc, VWithout it I might have besen a happy nobody instead of a
dismal one.” It haz beccme obvious that Selig is using his telepathy
as a scapegoat, blaming ell of his personal fellures cn an ability
that he never asked for,; rather than accept that he may himself be
responsible for his failures and unheppinsss.

There is more than 2 little jJustiflcation in Selig’s comparison
of his power %c a drug, because the “power brought ecstasy", and
Selig uses it compulsively, To a great oxisnt, telepathy 1s the
ocne uniqua aspect of his life, and this i1s a point that. when he
is being honest with himself, Selig admita: "Cn the other hand,
without the powsr; what are you?"™ Kow that hias power iz fading,
he fsels guilty, as though he had squandsred the gifi. Despite
over thirty ysars of telepethic seveadropping; Selig has never bsen
able to use it to improve his own 1life or bthaet of She people he
has lmown., Nyquist, contrarily, has develouped methcds through
which his power supports him comfortably., There is nc¢ reason to
believe that Selig could not have done the same, had he really
wented to,

If Selig was correct in ascribing his alienation to hia telepathy,
cossation of one would mean cessation of the other, Thig is not

the case, Sglig recognizes that "silence is coming over me, I wili
speak to no one after it's gons, And no on2 will speak to me."” He
fails to draw the inescapabtle conclusion thet his exciusion from
normal human intercourse was not the resuit of his abilities, but of
his inabilities,

The theme of guilt pervades ths eniirs book, His feelingd den't
prevent him from eavesdropping in the wminds of casual acquainiances,
tut hs avolds resding those of thoe peeple to whom ne is attachad,
however remotely. He balieves thet his power "darkens the scul”,
Commenting on the froquency with whleh Salip washes his nands,; he
opsks hiwaslf, "What is 1t, do you think, that hefs trying to wash
away?"

There i8 clear evidence that Selig recognizes tha dichotomy in his
personality. He quotss Walt Whitman: "Do I contrasdiet myselil?

Very well, then I contradict myseif. I anm large. I contain
multitudee.,” He rofers to himself g3 being "of two minds™ asbout
loaing his powsr, In fact, he often refors to the power as a

separate saptity living parasitically within him, which spurs

Nyquist to say "That®s schizoid, man, sesting up a duality 1liks that W
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The idee that Selig®s suffering is uvnigue is aimply anciher
nanifestation of his overwhelming egocentricity: "I must suifey
bacause I aw different, but by way of compsnsation: the entire
universe will ravolve around wme," - -

There is further svidance that Selig may ba suffering from parancid
schizophronic. He identifies with the contral cherscisr in Kafkats
THE TRIAL, who discoevens thut thers iz ghsolubtely no pesesiblilisy
of his acquittal. He aleo identifies himsely: and Judlth with
Orestes and Flectra, and asgumes their guils,

As a yocung boy,; Selig felt that "spies were everywheze, probing for
young Selig’s secrst, fishing for the swful tryuth about him." Ee
discovers that Tonl has a "predatery meuth®. Under 4SU; his paranciae
vakes solid form and he soes nimself =zs a slulking vampire, hated

by mankind., He docides that if people were ever to Jiscover his
sacrat. "I'd probably be lynchad.” At one point he aays that God
himssalf has singled David Selig cut for persecuiien, Kear the end
¢l ¢the book, he insiate that for all of his life, ths power hus
"separated himself frem himself”,

The feact is that it 1a Selig, not his wower; which drivas npeople
away from him, He hated hlz slster srd desplessd his parents for nc
raasen discernlble., He projected his own parsnoia oabte Tonl and
destroyed their relaticnship, His 4islike of Nycuist was easily
detectible by the other, Kitty was driven asway by Seligts failure
to rscognize that she tco had needs., It even appears that the
dislike he detected in hls nephew wae largsliy, iLf not entirely, &
product ¢f his own imagination,.

Selipg carries aboub with him an aurs of glcoom and psssimism. When
Judith asks if he is in pain, he answers, "Who isa't in pain?" Hs
sums up his view of human destiny quite suvceinctly by stating thet
"things haeve & way of getting worse and worse ell} the time, until

in the ond they got s¢ bad that we lack even the means of knowing

tow bad they rsaally ara.”

Uitinstely Selig accepts the loss of Lis powsr: "Whabever comes o
you, accept.," But it iz a grudging accevtance and 1t only servegs wa
incraass his bitterness. "On soms uliinmate lewel I just don’y give
a damn at all, This 1s what I am...what I now shall be, I you
don’t like 1t, tough crap."™ At the saeme time, 14 appesra that he i3
finally btoginning to reslize thet it is he and not his power which
hed prevented perscmal happineas, '"Meybeo I¢d have had &the preblemn
I have even if I hednit been boprn with the gift...G0d kaows thers
are plgnty of neurctica arcund who have sever read a niad in their
lives, H

Silververg 1s sympatheuic %to Selig, evon while carsfully
dslineating his shorteomings. I% i3 difficult to conceive ol any
writer devoting so much effort tc the craetion of a single
chavacter without realizing a certsin degree of kinship, Yo
montions, for ezsapls, that Judith had beca e far mors proficient
kater then David. Davicé was obvicusly inrecure, spsading much of
his early life ae the class clown, secking attention wnile
cimultanecusly fearing discovery., It sould not heve Been & vary
bappy childhood.
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IL.ess obvicus isc the thread of evidencas showing Selig's idontifi-
cation vith Christ, a paradoxicsl situation sinss he was ralsed
as a Jew, hut then, Christ was a Jew. Ho specifically isolates
himself frcm mortals snd mortel pleasures. "Without the power
he was nothing...with it he was a god." He refsrs to hils
telepathic power as "my wound". At the sume time he demnies the
existence of a God. "“Prayer? To whom? To what?" "Jews dopft
pray for favors, because they lnow nobody wiil answer,” But

it is Nyquist who accuratsly tege him: "You're' s deeply
religicus man who doesn't happen to believe in God,"

DYING IRSIDE is likely to be eriticized for its anti=hero
character, its downbeat ending, and its elow pace, Selig is
obviously not the astuff from which John Carters are made.

But 41t is only in this type of character that we can see aspects
of ocurselvas from an outside perapsctive, If Salig is en
anti~hero, then we are eall snti-heroes to grestoer or lesser
extent, DYING INSIDE is indeed siow paced, with little physical
action, It ia the gradual revelation of the many facets of
Selig'"s character which occupleas our attentlon.

The conclusion of the novel 1s cnly outwardly downbeat, Selig
has lost his power, as expected, but he has gained in return,
He has used his telopathy as an excuse for his misanthropy
throughout his life; with the loss of this excuse, reconciliaticn
with humenity is finally possible, There are clser Iindicaticns
that hlis relationship with Judith and her zon Pauly arse
improving. Selig's insistence that people accept him as he is
indicates the firet stirring of his oun self-acceptence., The
ghroud of paranoia wigh which he coverad himseif has not been
removed, but its febric has besn rent., He hag traded a powor
which gave the 1llusion of human contact for ths sbllity to
recognize and attain real contact.

DYING INSIDE did not win the Hugo, ond Silverberg wmay go on to
write a dozen betiter novels ia the futura. HNevoarthneless, Dgvid
Selig-=deaspise bim, plity him,; or sympathize with him--1s prabably
the most fully rsslized single character yet to appear in the
genre, and it 18 my bet that thie novel will cne day be
retroactively credited as ¢ho firat exemple of a now movement in
SF, Expansicn of thes uorizons of SF in eny dirsction ia to be
welcomed; in the direction of fvller humanity, it iz long ovaerdus.

"Once in a while somebody comes cut and sterits tallzing nonsence.
Don DfAmmassa, much a8 I respect him as a fan critic, haa done
just that,”

=== Warren J, Johnson, SON OF THE WSFA JOGRNAL 133

W ..dves D'Ammasss make o speclalty of either missing the poirt
or shrugging it off?¥

s== Virginia Kidd, SO 0P THE WSFA JOURWAL 137
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WITH ISABELL:A FIGHCLIBER
= Paul'biiiiippo

At cne point ih@kime, Izadbella Figheller visitad Inmerriel Kent, ths

famous philocopher; with the hopérofiwitnosszing kim a2t wark, Tpon

her erpival in his study, she did indsed find him ouspswbut nos with

the expected. . Instead of composing ons«of hias greas Hredits, e wau

leboring at:a Jtopian {aniasy. plodaumas FETL

¢
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Fant's fantany toid of a world whers wsn wandered ithe esedh in naktsd,
Arcadian bliss,  2iving off manna feam the sky. They kvl dssured of
immortallity by the irgestion of a cerisnin medivinal plant that
accompanied the :manna, for ome bite of Wis pilany would cure ail
moxrtal 1lls, - The story as a whole was singularly poimslags,

Isabella, furioua at the waste of such » geut mind. Inserrupted Kant
at his work. "Immaguel, you must quit thiz vepcrous iriving and gab
busy with your deatined task. This fanbkasy La worihiess, and,
noreover, has been done befors.® ' - a1smia 1

“"Worthless it may be," Kant repiied, "although I do nok cecept your

Judagment, but I defy you to tell me when it has beun done balore, ALL

this is original with me.”

"Quite o the contrary." Isabsila replied, “for Chaucer @id it much
better than you, Who has not heard of his Kant herb airy Baios?!

o0 s duOn T §F T80 wraoudm 0B sias i be rB b vee o acdasdn g eser= TR - 2

ERRANT XUISANHCE
~ew MUike Slake

Boaton inventor Jonathan Hawthorne has natented a new housshold devic
euthorities claim will ushor in "a new CGolden Age, without food, wabe
or power shortages, and without worry, Tor the psople of Zmerics®,
Thoe cdevice 1a a compoct matter converter thet can Suvrn waste aither
directly infto energy or inte metter of = more ussful eor;, sueh oo
focd or water. The inventor, who claime doscent from the fanous
American author Netheniel Hawthorns, seys thet while the origingl
research projoct at HIT cest millions of dollars, whon mass proeduchic
of the device begins by early 1976 consvmers wili be able to iustell
cene in tha basement of theolr homs for under & theuacnd dollars. The
converter 18 about the size of an oxrdincry wator nestor, dslivering
utllities and cerrying avay waste throvgh & sevries cf cables connecthe
to the bathroom; kitchen, 2tc, There zreo Touvr cebles (o delivering
consguner nesds--ons each for electricliiy, neet, Loodé, and deinle.nnid
throe for imputiing dlfferent types of vaste--one fer garbtage, cne i
ail non=gdible refuse, the third for liculd vesss, Hawthorne hopss
hevs & book out thls spriang explalning in lezman’s termzs how gegh of

)

VR

the utility lines works, and hew they are installed, o is naming the

book in honor of hisg femcus encestor, calling 1%, of course, THE HCW!
OF TEE SEVEN CARLES,

=& =
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SYPASSING TIME AND SPACE
Wite ISABTLLA PICROLLER
== Daon D'Arnassa

‘Tha art ¢f Moping vas first resfected on the planet Zamooi, by a
tasm of sclentists wvorking under threat «f death by that planet'a
patentate, meon Zespml. Zammt gsuffered fium a prefound faar of deetn
and disproportionate lust for power, and she was determined that her
riaie of Zam:0l wouid nover end. Whnen the cloning proceszs had bwen
psrfected, she¢ decreed thatv at hor death, clones weuld be prepsred
from fier baly celle, and the most successful ¢lone wouid assume her
1dsntity ent throne., She then chose thres of hev elosest Iriends

to shars ba-s power and immortalisy. The lLsedy Jeasica waz glven the
pont of VYorinl, treined to extraczt ceils {rom Zemmi’s nody and use
thelm to grov each catsh cf clongs. The Ledy Angols was proclalmed
Zindel; and would sssume the throne during each period whers ths
clones had vet to rezch maturity. The Lady Lydia was chosen %o be
Hardel, and it was her duty tc mdminlster tests Lo tho various cicnes
and t¢ make the final determination as to which was whe woust fifd
rsplacemnont »

When Izabella leosrned of the imminent selection of hor succeasor,
2he realized this provided ap opportunity for her te lsarn the
secrot of the cloning proceszs, and simultenecusly ond Zermmiis
tyrranicel rule ¢f Zamool. Since Isabelila wad unexcuiisd in all
the gelaxy Cor mental and physicei prowess, all she had to do was
substitute herself for cne of the dormant clones. and assuns tha
throne follawing hor inevitavle gelection as the flittest,

Ivebella dropped ocut af sight for several moatha end har gupsrior,
Genarsl Zak (formsriy emplcyed B3 & fat gypsy in a ¢ircua) was
sariously worrled tha®# she had been discoversd. But only a few
days lsater she appearsd in his offices, dropped cff a cunplete mapual
for the cloning process, snd snnownced that as ruler of Zamool, shg
had abdlcated ané anncunced fres elsectlions.

"{ don't undorstend,” complained tho Generel., "How did you
accomplish all of this,"

"1¢%s simple," she roplied, "I'wm considersd a&s the apsx of Zemmiis
Ireshest ciones by Zamool's Hardel Lady."

C@NO & U POITRRLPIVTLE I2ICGCN OV DD OCY LU e PO #®DG S VENIOL DD TIHIILNDC DD IO D
"I was telling Den D'Ammesss yesuerday that I den'y fsel as if
1'% doing my pert as a SOTWJ reader, slnce everydedy elss seams
¢ be attacking and’cr dissgreeing with nim."
= Goorgs Flynn, SOTHJT 143

¥ ..D7Ammassa continues to amazs.™ ‘

' e== Yiprginia Kidd, SO™WJ ih3
v‘Ag--



FEBLE:  SAVIKG MY S0UL

Srary wnes iun & whils, wa 1l find thet someons has reactad

one of our ants ‘1 ways we cenpider groasly insppropriate, .
sumetimas embayowanvIJ 20, Back in 1967, I decidad to attempl
ublishing R geno LFG¢ I wns a junior in college a% the &tims,

I;xv;;h emong a varisty of Fanas lige George Fergus, Sue Anderson,
Dave ‘Heal, Lse larson, Tracle Brown, Jim Landsu, Terry % Ani
Metutichen, Soth McEvay, end iikeWsood, MSU fandom hod abscrbsd

tHs logel Tolkien society, mors o» leas, go the circie aiso
incivded = number of othar people who had little if any contact
#ith fandem as & whols. :

I
2

-J

Ore of these latisr wag a Preshman namas Paulig, .a qalet wiicly
attzecetiva pglrl whon bcta dl!& \ooa end 1 datad. aA my case, at,
Lepst, once wes senough. Paula was painfully zconvenitional, alwmoskh

nzurodtically =so In fact, Gu the one oscasion on which I took

ner &0 dinne» ot a Howard-Jchnaonts, we wers unsuccessful dssplie
sopeated athanpta %o convince the waltressez to bring Pgule the
il ahe had ordered with Loy wmeal, But winern { announced wy
tntuntich of wlthnholding a vip, Pauls insistad that she would leave
whe %ip herself{ rather thau emburasa the waltreaa, I gave in,

but &h the cash vregisbtew, I refuzed to pay for ¢the milk, while
leals atcod by loocking uncomfortablie, and whispering ic me not i
DEHe 2 BCeNG o

We woent tu & movie, The oniy ono ghowing $hat Panla didn't cverrule
ne indecont was an insipid animel aztery, THVE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY I
taink, Afferwards, we 2toupsd at an ice cream shop fer sundaes,
he weitroas here "“otc cul two chscks, toetalisd and added tax to
neeh, thereby chemging me one cent sxtre tax, I refusad to pay this
alse, and Paula was secandalized that I would maks a scane over such
an Ingignificant Shing., It waw with great relief that I finelly
droppad her of £ oy the dormitory, wesring to nyselfl that I would
never date her agaln, '

Zut Penla hed expressed en interssy in seeling the Iirstv issus of
my fanzine, GASLARK, when 1% appsared., In dus ccurse it was rsady,
the premisr issue featuring a Pave Heel nude female on the froatd
cover, I suppese I shoeuwld have known batier, but I naively left
one copy in Paulats dormitory mail box.

I wvagn's prosant waen Psula empiied her mailbox, but a mutual frisnd
was, and she describad the ensuing scene in loving datall that
svenlng., WwWhen Pgula had focused wa the asubjact matiter of the coverg
ghe lmmsdlatsely dropped GASLARK as if 1% ware wolten lead, Then,

in the middls ¢f a crowded lobby, she dropped t¢ her knees,

preying loudly endé at groat length that Ged would forgive me for

my licentious act, and teach me the sxrer of ry ways., It waa

weeks before I dared snow uy Lfece in that dormitory agein, aund
Paula and I wera never to srehange nors than a nod ever after,

1%¢ 1liks o think that ny fanzines meks a lazzting improession on
the pecple who road thsm, but I sm overjoyed to say that -~ Lo wy
woyledge snyway <= they bave never evaked guits that reaciion
agaln. ‘
- . =1lb~=
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MATURITY:
/TMIKE BLAKE/
T find wyseIf feoling rather ambivalent tocward your searzh for a
definition of "maturity". I wonder if it wes worth the effort,

aince I would tend to think such an inexact word naz litile real
application in the world we live in, inhabited as i is by human
belnga, Even the definiticn you cite of maturity as a silite of
sanity at the pealt of development beave me ovut, as ne lniman bsing

is truly sane. And that isan'% just all those Pail Dick novels I've
been reeding lately speaking there. Tho human norm {(or parhaps I
should say the normsl human} is & uyth, a golden ween sveraged ou’
from variancss Iin peopie on both sldes of ths scale., One person is
too tall, another too short. One peraon lives his life cn & schedule
as regular as chockwork, another hasz a manie about never deing the
same thing the same way twice. Which iz sane? Heither. The
altuation is the asme as regards maturiiy, A person cen be rationsl
in one area, emotlional in ths next, Perhaps maturity is when thes
rational attitudes cubtnumbar the omotionsal ones. Bul ztill thore aras
subjects he is immaturs sbout, whether it is race, zax, religion, cor
whet, So, in the final analyesia, perhsps the best deliniticn of
"maturs™ might be “scmething wankind isn't®,

{{{The point I thought I hed made in the article was that pecple ars

not maturs, only ccts are., or aren’t. And I'm nov sbeut to got
st LA s ‘ ’ . }
emoroilod ln & discusgicn of what conatitutes zanliy. That would
be inzane.)))
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Z PAUL DIFILIPPO/

i aimply cani?¥ avrue with your definiticn of maturity. Or rather,
I think it is only half a definition. You erved seriously wnen
you discounted the importance of "sanity" and "smotional balance"
Hore are some cases where your structure falls apars, for laclt of
these two factors.

1) A mass murderer turns himself over o the authorities and
requests that he bs put in prison %o pay for his crimes, Is this
man mature? Apparsently, by your definition, he is. Arfter all,

he is willing %o suffer the consegusnces of his actions. Or would
you say that the murders were imneturs acts and his surrender a
single mature gesturs? That s&ill doesn'y answer my qusstion of
whether, taken as a whole. he shows maturity. Does the mature act
outwolgh the immadure ones in determlning character, or vice versa?

2) Yhat of the suicide? He accepts the ultimate responsibility:
the fact that hie actions will cause his own death. You might say
that he ie attempting to eovade lesser responzibilitiss, bul surely
that is balanced by the fact that ho ie accepting such & largs ons
in exchangs. Is he mature?

3) How would you classify the stersotyped cheracter so often foundé
in literature, who willingly, blendly, accepts anythin~t Pate deals
out to him? He, it might be seld, 1s not even btaking any actions
of his own. Ee 1s being tossed about by %he actiocons of others.
Your definition cannot even begin to dezl with him, sinca he does
not act, except in a minimal way.

I am {rying to say that acknowledgment of "GSDOMSiblthy by itsell
is not enough to count as maturity° If we also applied the
{adinittedly nebulous) standards of "sanity™ and "emotloral balance®
to the peopie I have singled out, I think we would be agble 8 weke
a decision as tc their maturity, whersas with your proposal, we
would not,

{({{Like Mike Blakeg you assumed I was aszigning maturiity to pecple,
rather than acts. In the casees you list, #1 is simple. Tho
surdslr was probzably an immature act fﬂltlough thet is hard to say
without lmowing the clrcumstences), and the surrander prohbably
aature, In case 2, we noesd to lmow more zbeut ths individuelis
reasons for suiclde, If he is killing himself Locauss he czanot
face his regsponsibiliftiies, that ia prool cn ths face of it that he
is evading a greater rasponslbility and ecting immaiursly. If bhs
18 in pain end Incurable and chooses death, this is provatly a
nature rasponse, sse #3 iz based on & nen~exiateni bsing. Toe
very act of not act*ng is theraeby en immeture act. One cannod
avold acting unleds one is s vegeteble, in which cazs the quesation
of evaluation doesn'y arise.)))

/GEORGE FLYNN7

T don*% know If I have any gzeneral comments, but let?z take your
specific case of the draft resisters. This iz & dublious test ceas
to begin with, since any decislon mede under the threats of thoe drafls

was essentially under duress, and thus not a ful]y rasponsible azt,
But then, what is; right? More to the pcint ia thut moat of thos
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involved were not mature in any mezningful sense wiien they made
their decislon: as you say, the system's deaigned that way., But

1o what 9xtent should cne who is (relatively) meturebe bound by

his (relatively) immature decisiona? T¢ %ha point, toough: You
arque that the exilez who want amnesty ars behaving immaturely. I
disagree. It is one thing to accapt responsibility for cne’s own
actions. Sut when the ressponaibility for an action ls shered, ons
should not carry this s¢ far as to relievs the cother party of
resooneivility., 1In & democracy, it .ia sspecially important that the
government bta held fully tc account for its actions. And the
"rightness or wrongness" is indeed materiai: if you know that your
actions will =auss yocu to suffer injustice, does this disqualify

you to protest tha®% injustice? I'm rambling all arcund the issue,
but I think I finaily see the crux of the maiter. The "consequences
of their actions wers" not "clear from ths baginning”, since there
Jere always twe possible oconsequences: elther they would stay in
exile, or the government would repudiate its posliticn. And in spite
of a1l The noises about mercy and reconciliation, that is really
what the whole argument is about.

({{Aes you may have guessed, I chose tha dralt evador issue preclasly
becaugse 1t was a sticky question., If a definition does not fit in a
difficult situation, there is no point to naving that definition.

I should probably clear up twe points, ons an assumption you and mest
readers seem to have made, a gscond ono that resulted from imprecise
language on my part. First, "imnature® 13 not & pejorstive term

as far as my definition=s are concerned, sny more than "mature® ia a
compliment, Second, I should havs diffsrentiated betwsean an evader
who believes the government %o have besn wrong and who wanta

arnesty from the evader who demands full amnesty. Although I find
the concept of involuntary sservitude {be it military or aslternate
service) repugnant, ths fact ig that such service was {until recently)
an obligation held by citizens under ocur system of law, just as

an individuvel's propsrty rights can be abrogated under sminen®t domain,
Se an evader who does not expect to have to face alternate sarvice

but still demmndz that he¢ be accepied baclk into soclsty is actineg in

an immature manner., Does that mes{ your various objections?))!}

/ GEORGE FTRGUS/

Your discussion of maturity has not yst caused sny new insights to
germinete in my brain, but it has proveked a compleint, I donit liks
vyour statement that war resisters whe want a full cmnestiy are
behaving immatureiy. Accepting the conseguences of one's asticna
when one has to choose tho lesser of various evils should not
precliude attoupting to change thoss consequences at a later
opportunity, Do you figuro that S$he drafv dodgers rscently rasleased
from Jall es part of Ford's ammesty plan should have refused tu lesve
becauss they hadn'y vat finished suffering the full consequsnces thay
hed expectoed o9f their actlonasa? It doss occur to me, though, “hat i
each of us tends to roacn his level ol incompetence, then it is not
surprising that we are unwilling to accepi the responaivility for our
netions

({{#ly comments abuve to Goorge Flynn should meet most of your
objoctions. As to the feldow belng reieased from jall, alnce ths
conssequences of his acticns changed; ho is still feced with them.

Tt dossn’'y surprize ms that people are unwilling to taks responsibility
for their own lives; it just discouragaas ue.)))
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/ SHERYL RIRKHEAD7

Although the bigotry discussicn intersstsd we, I wag even more
interested in the ildes of maturity. Rather cbviously youw‘re going to
ignore the purely physicel "maturatiocy"” dsifinition -=- I seam to recalil
one on a cerlular level from college bic, but thet dosan’t have
anything to do with what you're aiming for., Did you aver read OND
JOHN? VWhat or how dves intellectual maturiiy de {ignoring not
defining it) %o or with g lack of vhyslcal maturity? Can one be
considered oxclusive of the other? 'fThers cbvicusly is a physlcal
definition of maturation in an orgapism =« now that interacts with
"mental maturity I'm no% sure., Perhsps part of maturity ias the
ability to accept defeat, or perhaps msrely accer;?

{{(Ths only connection I see betwesn phyzicsl and wental (or perhaps

a botter term would be emotiocnal) maturity ie that the more physically
mature an organism is, the more likely its reactilons ars to be mature,
Up to the poin% of senility, anyway.)))

/7 ROSER SWEEK7

T used to worry a lot about what maturity mesnt whern I was a tsenager
because I was alweys being told, "Act your age." I realized slowly
that for my parents my maturity wes a master of acting in confermity
with some kind of standard set by soclebty. Theoy warsn't absolutist
about this, but it wes their idea that there was soms kind 8T good
example “out there” that I should fcllow., &4s for mycelf. I cams 4o
define maturity as tho ability to direct onet's life in regsrd to ite
best interest. The view is akin to your idee of responsibility, T
thinlk, but with the emphasis on correct valvetion as a basis for
makin@ decisions. X don't think that I can sgree with you, however,
thet "a large najority of -oople romain immature”. Admittedly
meturity is complex and relative from peorson to psrson, tut nost
people achieve a modicum of respoasibility. Our civillzatior rests
on this achievemeni.

({ (Frankly, I wovrld heve said that cur civilization totiers on this
lack of achievement. By ny definition, msturity as responsiblliby,
the overwholming majority of people refuse the respensibility for
their own lives., For example, unqueeticniag obscdienca to any church
ocr philocsophlical school autometically makes cne immature This
would include the vast majority of all Catholics., Protestants (parii-
cularly fundamentalista), and probably Orthodox Jews, to sey nobthing
of Mohammodens and Suddhiosts and Taoists., Almcst anyone who favorsz
censorship 13 acting immatnrely. HMind you, I insiast that the Yerm
"immature” 18 not necesserily pejorative, dut withir ny definition
of the term, wost of mankind is&, in bsiancs,; weefully Immaturs.

7/ BEN INDICK7

1 cannot quite agree wiith your view about the deserters, ete,, who
seek comploits amnesty now. This is a goneratlon which wee tusught th
the Judgments offsred at Juremberg insiated that men mus? follow the.
consciencen (i{ assumed correctly oF otherwise thait esn individual
could detarmine for himself what was Good or True)., Since they did,
ané offerad their own consclence=feit vardlect on governmental sdicte
they congldered illegal or unjust, they shouid not, therafors, bde
pmalized. Thay were not, after all, bsing "good Gormans". I realine
thet thies 1s an implied Injustice to the many men whe Fought and died,
but 1%t is something we rwust face., Thers gro, after all, meny of iho:
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same veterana who do not believo the msn who fled the war should
now be forced to undergo some form of expiation, Thias is
irrespective of the fate of Mr. Nixon, &nd whatever motives “r.
Pord may have had; in the zreater (mors mature) purview, his pardon
is "one of those things" whereas tho decision not to fight was of
a zreat significance to a world which has too often chosen blindly,
stuoidly, or selfishly to fight.

({(You soem to essume that alternate service would be penalization,
Ben, which is whoere cur positions differ., Long before Vietnam,
there was a great debate &s to whether or not all people should

be required to spend a period of time in the service, btut expand
the service te inelude non-military programs. Although I am
opposed to all forms of conscription, this struck me as the most
fair. IndivIduals would be able to choose (at leasi to some extent)
what form their service to socliety would take. Granted this
premise, all that the Vietnam evaders are being asked to do is
retroactively accept & plan that many of them were agitating for
in the first place. The stumbling block is the typs of discharge
they ars in many cases being forced to accept, btut otherwise, I
don’t think they have a good case to reject Ford's plan.))})

4 ALYSON ASRAMOWDTZ7

According to my two dictionaries the definition of "mature™_ls:
completed; perfected; having reached the limlt of its time, Meturity
1s defined as: 1) state of being mature 2) full developmenty
perfected condition, From that my cwn opinion is that maturity -
1ike normaley =~ is judged according to society's and/or one’s own
personal standards as to what one has vesn taught is the "perfaci
atate". According to that definition something like éraft dodgers
can be Judged mors reslistically, If you boelleve that it is wrong
for draft dodgers to want to comse back to the U.S:.A, without any
punishment/duty, then the psople are acting immaturely. If you
think it%s right, then the dodgers are acting wmaturely. Thiwm
definition tends to work better than yours when it's applied %o
gituations 1like a child, We often call children mature or

immature. By that, the "wlllingness of ths individual to be
responsibls for his own actione" (vour definition of maturity) isn‘
meant, What is meant is how the child acts/thinks according to
soclety and/or one's own standard of that child's age or grads,

{{(Z think that my definition works extremely well in the cass of
e young child. The tendency to say "Johnny did it" or "It wsan't
me” is a perfect example of immaturity, and its common to every
child Itye ever known, Vhat It'm implying is that if you have a
six year old boy who accepts the responsibility for his own

bad conduct, this boy is extremely maturs. As I said above, therse
is a tendency to find more emotional or intellectual meturity as
the organism developes, but I don’t think it’s a one-to-one
correspondonceo

/"DON THOMPSON7

§our discourse on Maturity in #2 struck some responsive chords in

me, particularly your comments on the schoola, Metro has boen

making some innovations aimed at dispelling students? fear of failure;



sevoral years age che grade of F was abelished and NC {mesaing uoc
credit) was substituted. A grade of WC does aet affect the grade
point aversge at all and & student can take the cluass over, as.wany
times ay necessary Lo get st least ¢ C {nmoest instructers don'ib give
Dia elithsr, ‘since that drags the zrade point down!. . Thore seems Lo
be a zervzin loss 6f prestige. however, in getting NC and more and
more students uroe showing the seme Tfear of that grads as ugsed to be
displayed for F. Last ysar, the sdnminigiration came up-wiih

Adaptive Self-Paced Learning., and thls yesr Fresnusn Composition 15
employing 3t for ths first time., Under this sysism, the work that

is %o be dons during the quarter is all_laid out and explained at the
very beginning ~- seven esasays using a. variety of rhetorical wmeaons

of devwlopment =~ comparison-contrast,.analogy, exampie, stee,=r And
then the student procesds at hia own pace. If _he Iinishes.gll.seven
of the serays {plus a two hour final examination) snd_gete . grade of
C or vetter in sverytning (and if ho's satisliad with the,gpade;
according to the syllsbue tha student has the right te.do eagh,w
assiznment over as many times as necessary to gebt whakever grade he's
aiming at) then a letter grade is tuwvned in for hiwm ak_ths end of the
quarter and ne 1s finished with that course. Btudenits who do unot
finish all the work before the end of the ausrier receive a grade
notation of SP (self-paced) and they register for the sams clasa tha
following quarter and continue working whoerg they isft off, And if
they want to take four years %o finish one gquarterts work, why thatts
thsir opticn.

(Already, students who sra receiving the SP ars exprsssing bitter
rasentnent,)

T've tried to moderate my criticism of ths SPL thing, rsasoning
that anything new dessrves & chance %o be tried rairly before it's
condermed., Mgybe it will work out all right as the buzgs get worked
out of it and as both studentzs and facul%y become mors usad to 1%,
Eut T dc have serious misgivings, It doas ssem to me too much
1iks another method of encouraging the siudents to delay maturity,
in the sense that you wers speaking of ~« sccepting rospensibility

for their actlona, (I% alsc encourages fesculiy wmembers tc snirk their

responsibilities, I get some extremsly stupid students cecasionally,
thoss who are wasting their time, money. end energies by even bein

in collegs, and in som¢ cesss are actively ilatorfering with the
education of others, Proeviously I could feel thalt i% wma an act cf
charity to flunk them outy, but at the sams time I always felt bad
about glving an ¥ vecauss ac often thsre is real pein involved for
the ricipient and I den'g enjey inflictéing pein., Now thare ‘s no
problen, The meral 1ssus never arises, and the Iinstructcr is noft
burdensd with the task of negetive judgments. The duwd studsnt is
net flunked out == hels simply passsd along from querSer to guarisr).

Tne iwmpregsion I ot from freshman Engliash atudenis i1s that tho
high sachools (and provably the elementary cczhools toc) have totally
avdicated thelir responsitility to try o teach kids aznything sbout
wrlting. My astudents come from two different kinds of schools in
the Donvezr area == the structured and the unstruciured, oy the
permissive and the regulated. Students freoa the permissive achools
ravo not beon reguired Lo writs mucn o anything or eigs theyfve
bsen encouraged o write anythlng thay wantesd to end have heen
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lavisniy arsised but seldom criticized. Their fesling are esasily
hurt Dy rod ink, Students from the more structured schools have
veen Lauvg1t to write empty banelities, platitudes, .fozay
Senevalizations. They write essays that have a certain f orm
{(they hevan't learned any mere about spsllin:, punctuaiion, or
grammar taan their counterparts in the unstrucsured schools), but
virtually no content., I try to encourage them t¢ write about their
own experiences ==~ wyhat they themselves have seer or dons, Their
answer is: "But we were always taught to keep ourselves out of
our writing. WNobody's interestsd in what we do or thinki" It
takes me the whome quarter, in nost cases, just to convince them
that thelr axperiences asre the one thing they can tell me that no
one eise =an and that they are therefore the very thing I'm most
interscted in. :

As you say, the wholec educational system is crumtling rapidly.

({(As leng as our society as @ whole is so ccncarned with the
emphasis on competitiveness end achlievement, I dcen't think isolated
alterations in curricula are going to cure studsnts foom the

fear of bad grades; no maiter hcw it 1s cendy cosated., Fear of
Tailure is a powerful human forecs, even if we call"railure" by

some less loaded term, The self pacsd course you menticn appears
to offer a great deal to the student who is alrsaedy mature, but
very little to the student who requires strict programming in

ordsr to acquire education., I think you and I would differ in

our solutions, though,

Rather then eliminate 3lippery courses like self-paced composition,
I'd increase them, but I would add rigidly enforced santrance andé
ox1t exams from college. This would force the student to acguire
the necessary toola for courses which required personal initiative
before he even entered college, The cclleges have contributed to
this problem themaslves, WMany profeascrs have admnitted to me %that
they were now passing people with good grades who f ormerly would
have been flunked, thrcugh the tyrannies c¢f public relations and
the bell-ahaped curve,

¥hen I first started teaching, I dreaded the poseibility that I
mignt have to flunk anyone. In @y cenior Eanglish Litersture class,
I hed a student whose ability t€o comprehend the latest nursos

novel was in doubt, let alone Chaucer., I aaked her if she would
like extrs nelp. She declined, I muade a point of asking her
questions in claszss, noping that shs would realizs she had almost
no grasp of the subject. She £till refused extra help. She

fallad every exam I gave her, Finally I offered to let her do
some outside work to raise hor grade tc a D, and gave her & list
of toplcs. She choss to read two gadditional tales by Chaucer,

The papsr sne handed in I can almost quote from memcry: "For
extra credit, I wmsad the Miller’s Tale and the Knizht's Tale from
Chaucer'sz THE CANTFRBURY TALES. The Knight'z Taie was pretty good,
but the other had toc much sex."™ End paper, I flunked ner.

I did try one thing that warked ocut pretty well, 1In both oi my
composition classes, I required that each student keep & Journal
(carefully never referred to as a diary) which they handed in %o
me on Fpridays. They wore to write in it each wesk, on whataover
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subject they liked. There were no grades, and sverything was
confidential. I red inked it, ccorrscting gress aneliing and
punctuation, then wrote respoases to the ideas and the orzenizasion
of what they wrote. Some times my responses when on for page after
page and we hsd lengthy, fascinating comvorsations there. 1 began
to kmow the studenta beiter on paper than in person, and several
told me thaet it was possilbla for them to talk %o ws in wayse on
paper that they wouldn'¢ dars face to facs, I found i% %o be a
vary successful experiment, and if I ¢vex go buck to teaching, the
Journal would be an integral part of any class in composition I

had charge of., Frankly, the only way to lecarn to write is to write
and write and write, altkough it doean't hert 1f you resd a lot
toco, I, for example, never studied grammar at all. I simply read
voraciously since the time I wag five, end I know.when & esntence
looks right. I pro ably couldn®¢ tell you exactly why it‘e wrong
or right, but at least T'd know.))})

HATURITY AND 3IGOTRY

/ MIKE BLAKE7

To link Pnilip K. Dick, maturity, and the Scuth Bosten buaing
situation ( which is brought up by Mike Glyor and BRegbocca Leasges),

I think the parents in Foston nead a good spraying with Ubllk,
boceuse they'ye gotten to the point where they have lost what
maturity they had and are dovolving toward the tribaiiatic rescticns
of our ceves-dwelling ancestors: probtect ithe helpless offspring
from the evil; darkt strangers. Their use of stones and ciubg 88
weapons seoms te prove this retrogression., Hopefully we c¢an rush

a case of Ublk for the police to use on preihestors belfore they stari
using black schcol children for ritual sacrifices to the Great Oras
in the sky.

/ GEORGE FERGUS/

Going back to your previous discuszsion of bigotry among otherwlae
falr-minded people, I wonder if it could bas censideysd part of &
mors general tendency to jump to conclusicns. Thet Lls, there ere
plenty of people who will form sn cpinion on any subject regerdless
of the fact that they often laock sufficient knowledgo for it ©o
ba vaiid, %Who prattle on blithely ebout the cause of inflation in
America or of fighting in Ireland or Cyprus. Wao are ssldcm heaxd
to say "I don't know"., Are thess the same people who tend to
storootyps all wembers of e wminority group oao the basis of a few
encounters and = lot of hesrasaeay?

To tie it all up, ers theso people who jump to concluaions wiGhout
sufficient considexration of all the fectis the sazmoe people who jump
to actlons without sufficient consideratica of the consequences?
Pernaps you have Just been poking intc varlouvs facets of tha azame
bagic flaw in human natura., The quastion that remains iz whether
it 13 due to fear (of nonconformity}, zhtupidity, or plsain laginess.

(((I don't know, Probebly. The ultimato cause is undoubtediy
a combination of all three.)))

/ FRED LERNER7
I haven'y anything useful to say sbout bigotry. Far one thing, I
Just f'inished vreading Merk Tuwsin'e LETTERS FROM TFE EARTH, and
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consequently I've littls rdason te ilke anybody. ALso I'm not sure
where to draw the line betwsen "bigotey"™ and "lsarning from
experience"”., If it's a valid lesscn that fires tend fo burn, and
thus a valid course of action to keop cne's hands out of f{ires, is
it not a valid response to an almost uniformliy ncretive axperience
with Mauretaniana (for exampls) to mvoid them and their works in
the futura? 1Is it vigotry to amveid contact with urban poor blacks
but not with suburban afluent blacks <« if one has ressson to fear
being muzzed by the former and not by the latter? The rain reascn
Im concerned with &ll this iz Ythat, ns T see it, one of the main
factors retarding the conquest of bigotry is the failure of would-be
liveral sgalitariana to distinguish between "bies" (& negative
attitude shaped by unfavoratle sxpsrience) and "prejudice” ( a
negative attitude irrelevant %o experience),

Unllike soms of your readers, I find encouraging the revival of

ethnic consciousness in America. The rsason is dmple: in an
increasingly homogeneous socioty, every tendsncy toward heterogeneity
tonds to increase the cholces availabis to &n individual. If there's
only one acceptable mode of dress, wership, ochaviocr, .or whatever,
then anyone who differs from it is "wrong"'. If there are £ifty,
who's to know the differencs if I choosge a fifty-first? As a
confirmed libertarisn I view the ethnic consociousness rcvement as

one of the few positive tendsncies of recent yeears,

({{See, Fred, you did have something useful to say. The lack of
distinction ameng TIbsralas which you ci%e hes also led tham into
tne embarassing situation of quotas, There ars certain limited
applications of ths quota systowm which may wsll be valid undsr
cortain conditions, but the system as established by the Democrats
in the primariss last tims actually thwarted me jority rule in many
cCRAESB,

The ethnic consciousness bit is, like eaverything clse, ¢ mixed bag
cf good and bad points. Vhile I elso fevor heteroganeity in socleiy,
I'm suspicious of situstions where the Italian-Amserican minority

can force a wmajor motion picturs producer to pretend the MAFIA lan'y
dominated by Italians.)})

FLEAS

/ TMIKE BLAKE/

You should have let yourself get bitten by one of thoze radiosctive
flsas, You might have gained all ths powers and abilitisas of a
glant fiez3 Thon you could dress in a fancy cosfume and go jumping
from building to tuilding, upon encountering avillain leap on nis
vack, and let him scratch himgelf into sutmission.

/£ DOH THOMPSOR7

<,bls 1s a horrcr story that reminds me of the time wo sdoptad a8
kit¥en ond my daughter {(who wag only 3 or I} at the time) got head
lice frum 1§ <= KO, by geclly, it we:z eome kind of Tungus or mange,
We had to keep her head shaved for wmere than a yesr until medical
acie¢nce came up with e new pill that glcared 1t up.
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MISCELLAREQUS -

/ GEORGT FLYNN?

To Ben Indick: Ireland is indeed ! raéicp but thers’s nc poing in
talking about "brothsr cannot live with brother", since the groups
in question heve bsen separate 1n ‘BVETY 50n8G nat ‘ths gecgraphicel
for over thrae centuries. )

To Jim Goldfrank: Thers 15 nothing wrong in "baving ths virtues of
a gecod Christian"., Many poople de: gsome of them are even Christisns.
Another reason for the greater feer of similar groupa is the
difference batween the poor, benighted outsidsrs vho don'y know any
better and the dirty heretics whs havs been exposed to The Toeuth and
have no excuse for uheir obstinazy in not accepding it, {(All of
which reminds me, Don: Voufre elso prsjudiced against 7eligion.)

(({Not prejudiced, CGeorge, biased, And only against ovgani zed
religions. I am very religious, in my cwn peculiar IasﬁfchSJ)

/TGECRGE FERGUSY

Perhaps you should indicate that some of the piscos apnesang in
MYTHOLOGIES {such as those by Les Carson and myasif; are almost a
decade 0ld., I wouldn's want Paul Di Filippo (vetber ease him out,
Don. You wouldn't want it to get around thet VYTUOLOCIES is a
wopzine...) to think thet I am still in the stets of feverod, manic
cbsgssion that prevalled during those mecavra schoel years with vou,
as compared to the steady, mober rut through whicn I =2itride %cday.
flevertheless it 1s very gratifying 4o rscelve such praise for my
takeoff on the Famlet soliloquy, especlally the honest admiseion
that its appeal is surpassed only by a work overladen with gratultous
sex, My next opus, "Sgreet Walkerias Soliloguy“, will hopefully
remady this lack,

P

Re: Juggliing Time Apace with Isabella Hogealler, I am not aure how
many of these feghoots I will be able fo stand. IL.est you choose

this moment to resurrect one of my o0ld cnes, let me atate for the
racord my fesliing that they beleang to that large cleas nf things

morsa fun tec do than observe. Sse Don puhllsh teghoots in "TYTHOLOCGIES,
See him laugh. See all his readers sond chelr aw;ul faghoota to Don,
Hoar Don groan, See Don buried undsr mountsins of fephootdo Haar
Don's groans growing fainter and fainter...

/ DAVID SINGER7

Just last wesk, I saw an interessing item in Zodiac News (an alternstl
news service that the radio station {WRPI) gets), PBeslically. it said
that college texntbook publishers were hoving to come cut with new
oditions of ths texte bscauss meny studenys wore mmable to read at

the oollepge lovel, I was shockad when 1 zaw that itsmi Y hadn’s come
into contact with masny of that kind of utudent, While I do see some !
of them, mostly when I‘m consulting &t the coemputsr lab, I found thew
they were generally forelgn students ~»r black. In boih cassy, thsy hne
been mubjoct £o relative culturel deprivaision (that 1s, the foreigx y
studenta simpiy hadnf¢ grown up with Znglish as their native lanzuago,
and the blacks had gone to inferior schosls.,.iy god, T ceme foecllag
¢ learn, and to be challenged,,.l0T fo te forced te 8it arcund wh.lc
those who obvicusly centy or won'y do the work wonld bo spocafed tie
material,

Jaéc



/PAUL DI PILIPP)7

Way 1s :eilﬂ ccispiciacus by her mbsaence in “YTHOLC
e nov reprecensied bty even &« humbls loc? From the
SOMDESSES 1 hwve seen. her writing talents are not
(Shréiess-tho-thiape-a-person--wiltd-psy-fer-dotiekou:
she could hei} altter the 10~%. male-~female, odds ir
column,, g

({({(Actudlly, disetribution of MYTVNLOGIES #2 was 78 m#h\\
whick 1 suppore raflects tha provortions in fandcm as &

about 10«4, $ince I don't believe in quotas (see commont~

Lerner abeve: I'am not atout to artificially elter the balarni.

Sheila i8 ia ‘wo apas, amon: other thinps, which night accoun

some of her ree time.))) et

/ BN INDICKT

o ve nd ¢ lsint et all this time ‘about Paul Di Filippo's piess,
It is wise, witty, ard wicked., I only hope MYTHOLOGIES does not e
out decisiommekers, or, my goodness, it may come true. If they offe
the women of this generation an entire genersation of Paul Newmans or:
Robert Redfords, or, who knows, Don D'Ammassas. for dallying, with .
greater safety than any oral or physical contraceptives, where will
that leave Bll of ua?

/"MIKE SEOEMAKER/ -

T detect negative implications in your mention of the strikss in West
Virginia. Frankliy, ny sympathies are entirely witk the parents. ‘
And what thoy are doing is not an attempt at ceusorship, but sn attsmps
to regein the right to a volce in their children®s sducation., Actually.
they are fighting against a sort of negative feorm of censorship, that
is, ageinst the bastards on the school board cramning the avuff down
the students? throat as required reading. Rgquired rsading is
censorship in reverse, and one's no better than the other. Whe lack

of cholice is the factor that relates the two,

({ (You make several misassumptions that dectroy your argument. Fir
the reading was not required, therefore it was censorship, since the
parents wanted othar students prevented frow reading the material,
Second, even 1f it was required, a majority of the parents supported
the school®s action or were indifferent. Third; childroen ars not
property, as your support and their actions imply, and parents "do not
and should not have excluzive control over their sducatlon, Fourthn, .
when ona 1s 111, one goes tc a doctor; when one wanis one’s children
educatog9 one presumably goes to an educator, I don't want to be
put in the nosition of dsfending tha Apericen public schosl systenm,
which I £ind frightfully ill-conceived and executed; btut I find the
mindless violence of the strikers sxtremely disturbings They ere
perfectly free to withdraw their children from ths public schaol
system and place them in private schools, Hop one roguirsd them to
enroll in public education. But in public education, the majority
presumably should ruls. Since I support totsel non-mandatory schocl
attendance, the situation would not arise perhaps, but the fact

that the striking parents don't want other children to be expoesesd to
"psornography" either is a clear indication thai they are not trying
to defend their own righte, they ere trying to represz thoase of
othersa.)))
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T2, 638 Valnont FPlace, £lment, N.¥. 11003
. 23629 Acodriclé Rd. Galithsrsburg, MD 20780
4« Bend 3t., Pawbtucxzet, RI 02860
. 128 01d River Rd, Lincoln, R1 02865
3341 4., Cullom Ava, Chicago, Illinois 600618
o 27 Sowamsett, Warresn, HI,K 0288§
AR, 58 ieeting street, Providence, RI 02905 {(for the
~artwork on paze 17)
“ICK, 428 Jagamore sve, Teansck, H.J, 07666
w»elNER, Box 515, Montpelier, Vermont 05602
3d0aHAKER, 2123 N. sarly 3t, Alexandris, Ve 22302
iD SINGER, Buck 21, Box 264, RPI, Troy, NY 12181
SR SWEEH, 319 Blm St, Apt 9, Kalamazco, Hich 49007
ot THO.IPSON, 7498 Canose Court, westminster, Colo 80030

WAHF: Bruce Arthurs, Ned Brooks, John Carl, Tony Cvetko, David
Gorman, HMike Gorra, Gl Galer, Chris-shernman, Jeff sSmith,
Michael Coney {whose letter will apcsar next lssus) and
Paula Lieterman, who asked and therefore provided me with
an erxcuse to list my tentative Hugo cholces.

Best Novels THy GODJdALE by T'.J. Bass, Ballznt%ine Books

Beat Short Story: “The Cathadoni.n Odyssey® by wmichael Bishop

Best FPanzines iTARLING edited by dank & Lesleigh Iuttrell,
LAY L

Beat Kditor: Damon Knight i
Bast Fan wxiter: FPaul .alker
All other catewories as yet undecided,
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